
 

 

 

Evaluation Question: How did acres harvested compare with planned harvest? 
 

Resources to be measured:  

Acres of regeneration harvest by year 

Acres of intermediate harvest by year 
  

Data Sources: R1 Standard Report, acres harvested by cutting method 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Harvest Methods from 2000 - 2010, Flathead National Forest 

 

The 1986 Forest Plan record of decision (ROD) projected an average of 6,600 acres of 

regeneration harvest and 2,500 acres (27%) intermediate harvest or 9,100 acres per year. As 

amended with A21 in 1999, the Forest Plan projected treatments through 2001, with an average 

of 2,500 acres regeneration and 6,500 acres (72%) intermediate harvest. This included an 

anticipated 2,500 acres of old growth restoration treatments in late seral/old growth stands. 

Omitting the old-growth restoration treatment which has not occurred as projected,the amended 

Forest Plan would project 61% of harvest to be intermediate treatment.  

 

Monitoring results show that overall acreages continue to be less than the totals projected in the 

plan, averaging 3250 acres over the last 3 years. Regeneration harvest acres have averaged 2,078 

acres in the last 3 years, or 64% of harvested acres.  Intermediate harvest in the last 3 years 

averages 36% of the harvest total, also less than projected. Salvage harvest, not projected in the 

plan, averaged 10% over the last 3 years. 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

REGEN HARVEST 331 259 204 651 1324 478 2079 1187 2084 2084 2205

INTERMEDIATE HARVEST 292 35 83 126 662 1171 1186 563 1303 479 1,545
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Items #34, and #35:  Regeneration Harvest 



 

Beginning in 2004, there is a large increase in acres of intermediate harvest, reflective of projects 

which are focused on reducing fuels in the wildland urban interface (WUI). These projects, 

developed to address priorities from the 2001 National Fire Plan, began to be harvested in 2004. 

The proportion of intermediate harvest will continue to increase over the next few years, as 

harvest of projects developed since 2004 are completed on the ground. Wildland urban interface 

projects continue to focus on thinning from below with lesser amounts of regeneration harvest.  

When priority WUI projects are completed, the sales program may address broader landscape 

restoration opportunities to a greater degree.  

 

Recommended Actions: Continue to monitor overall harvest levels and trends in treatment 

types 

 

 


